Curricular influences on preventive-care attitudes.
Attitudes are one of the most important outcomes of medical education, but little is known about curricular influences on specific attitudes. This study examined changes in attitudes toward 20 preventive-care services in a cohort of 175 medical students. Specifically, a cohort of medical students was followed over a 30-month interval that spanned the period from medical school entry through the first 6 months of clinical clerkships. Perceived importance, as well as student confidence in the ability of primary-care physicians to provide 20 preventive-care services, was examined. Importance ratings for preventive-care services remained stable, while levels of confidence in the ability of physicians to provide the services increased. Implications of the results are discussed in relation to the possibilities for emphasizing disease prevention content in medical education.